
September 20,’1999 

I 

John Corsi, Knirer-Hill 
kooky Flats Environmental Technology Site 
10808 H$h~ay 93, Unit B, Building # T117A 
O o l d q  CO 80403-8200 

I I 

RE:. Con)ments on the Final Draft Building 776/777 Cloeure Project Decaxnmissioning 
O p ~ ~ ~ i t i o n ~  Pian 

DearMr, Corai: 

The City of Broomfield appreciates the opportunity to review and commcnt on the Rocky 
Platte Envlronmsntd Technology cite (RFBTS) Final DraA Building 7761777 Clorruro 
Pr+ct Decoddodng  Operations Plin (DOP), 

IN-PROCESS KNOWLEDGE 

Section 4.3.3 Implies thht in-procesa knowIcdgc may bt tha only means ofolassifying 
Borne mutdal~ ~a non-contaminated, In-process knowledge is belpfil, but ehauld not be 
the only r n m s  of verifyins that radiological contamination does pot exiet OD materials 
and equipment moved h m  Buildings 7761777. Verification monitoring wMch 
includes mma means of quantifLing radiation Ievels must be employed. 

FREEIRELEASE CRITERIA 

0 In our letter dated Augwt 1 1,1999, rcgardiu the Raycling Concrete RSOP we 
r8questd additional explanation regarding the applicability of DOE Ordor 5400.5 to 
releesing potentidly cantamfniited volumetrio materials such as concrete rubble. We 
have not yd received a written response to the questions raised by that lettor. According 
to Section 4.4.1 of the DraA 7761777 DOP, “If all radiological sample measuremmts are 

provided in DOE Order 54005, the d a t e d  below the 
volume of material is considd sanitary waste ryd may be fie-releawd.” We have 
been unablo to And LL volume conturlination threshold in DOE Order 5400.5, however, it 
does wste that in cases of rubblized materials, DOE headquartem Is required to approve 
fke-reletlso c r b l a  on a cpslby-tasc basis. Please provide the excerpt from DOE 
5400.5 that specifically provides the volume contamination threshold, Beaed on the 
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following idormation provided in the Draft 776177; DOP, this ieme continues to be a 
concom: 

a 

0 

0 

According to Section 2.2, in 1969 a major fire ramlted in the widespread 
wontamination of the building’s roof, walls, and floon, 

According to S d o n  23, multiple areae of radiological aontamination exist fiom u 
waste water line break, and soil cwtaminstion (both Born the 1957 and 1969 Arcs 
and other &dents). Thoso are potential routes to contaminating the outside of the 
belowgrade walls and groundwater, 

According to Section 4.321, radiologically contaminated matarid was buried under 
the building as R result of the 1969 fte. These arc potmdd rout88 to cfnltdnbhg 
the outside ofthe below-grqde walls, soil, and groundwetar. 

According to Appendix A, qnany of the floor areas have radiologid codaminadon et 
level8 greater than 1 miIliolJ aounta per minute (cpm). 

According to Appendix 4 $age 187, in at lwet one arm “The d@h of tho 
contaminndon lnto the flog has not been estebllahed. The contaminated fie watat 
horn the 1969 fire may ha* panetrated the floors at the expaasion joints.” Thms are 
potential routea to oontaminBting the outside ofthe below-grade walls, ~611, anda 
groundwater. 

Amding to Section 6.7, ‘Concrete that meets the fieo-release critoria preecribod by 
the RFETS DDCP will be recycled as fill material to contour the land when 
dwmmis@oaing activitiosiaro wmpletsd,” The City of Broomfield rsgutsts a copy 
of the DDCP, 

i 

Prior to removal of air filtrationi equipment, building walls, dings ,  and other sang yard^, 
the mattrirllr that have been burlled under the floor *odd be removed. We arc conmad 
thnt the removal of codtaminato;d materials h m  unda the floor may be problamatic. 
The containment safaguarda of he existing buildings should be maintained until this very 
chdlonghg task of removing d 1 materials that have radidogld contamination have 
bwn safely removed &om undo1 the buildings. 

The PCB ‘‘fro0-r0)ease” lralui of50 ppm h Tsbh 5 of the DOP ir not Bpecifldly 
provided in 40 CFR 761.63 ga written in the table, Please provide judflcation for the 
ataternart ‘95% ~iYpa ConficIeize Limit ~ C L )  ofthe mcm value of a representative 
sample . . . does not mc+I SO ppm”. Typicdly, 50 pprn tdgpra mandatory cleenup 
actions. Tabla 5 seems to conwct the statement in scGtion 4.4.4 which SWCB that ‘Wn 
material meets tho ddnition ofj‘PCB Remediation Waste’ (i-e,, potentially c o n t a i a  
PCBs Born hietortcal rdme), *e fiabralcme ooncentration is 1 ppm PCBa RB 
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detennlned in accordance with the requiremonta of40 CFR 761.61, Subpart 0.’’ WO 
agree hat the h c - t o l ~ m  value of 1 ppm PCBB is appropriate. We sugseet tfi8t Table 5 
be corrected to reflect the 1 ppm PCB free-releaee limit, 

The DOP states that “Air emiesiona . , will be controlled and monitored In kccordance 
With the Site H&S Program and applicable environmental regulatory rcquircments,” We 
are particularly concerned With how emissions wMch are generated duhg demolition 
activities will be oontmllcd and modtored, The City ofBroomfdd requests a COW of 
the documents that describe how air emiseione Will be controlled and monitoredd, 

INDEPENDENT VERIFXCA’IION 

Independent sampling and telhing is m impwtant element in valfying that all b ~ ‘ e ~ s  have 
been completely decontaminated. In Section 4.7 of the DOP, DOE dates that 
independent sampling and testing be inoluded as part of the Independent 
VErification. We rquest that the word “may” be replaced by the word Will”. 

POTENTIAL XMPACTS TO AIR AND WATER DRAMAGES 

In eedion 8.5, tho DOP states that following the rcrnovd of buildings and other 
csntdnera within the 776/777 cluster, that bere ground will poae the potential for erodon 
ofthose eo28 by wind and watrr proccascs. The bOP statra that “ailt fencing or II sidlsr 
protective d e v h  will be Installed to prevent or minimize the poseibillty of water-borne 
soil lmvlng the hmediate area and entering drainage waya,” Thia wnoept may not be 
protective of human health ~d the environment for the following reasons; 

9 The potential for air-borne mil leaving the area Is not addressed. 
0 Silt fencing requiree continual inspection and repair, 

Sift fencing tends to fail dudn8 high prcoipittdon runoff 0VOnt~  

In t r d c  areas, rock aggrogata rrhould be placed over bare ground in addition to silt 
fencing to control wind ahd watw erosion. Alternatively, revegotadon and/or applicdon 
of soil stabilizers should be used for non-traffic areas aa these techniques are likely t~ be 
more effective at controlling soil erosion Born wind and water. 

S t d o n  62.8 stfucs that wastmtct generated fiom decammiesibning activities may be 
treated or d~ectly discharged in compliance with the requirements of the NPDES Permit. 
What art all of the typea ofwater that could be directly discharged? Where would thew 
dircharge~ be routed? 

Section 8-10 state6 that dust and sediment generation fiom the projecrt may reach Walnut 
Crek therefore, potential impacts to thePrebla’e meadow jumpink mouse habitat m a 
concern. The DOP SIB to state that water quality standards for Walnut Creek  ye very 
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stringent and that if amideladen dust or sediment generated itom this arcla reaches 
Walnut Creek that a violation of the wittor quality mndard could easily occur. 

Although gomo sckcclule infbnnatiori is provided in Appendix E, it Is not clear when 
major activities related to the 776/777 building cluster deactivation and decommiseioning 
Will be occum'ng. From the text provided in Section 10, the first major schedule date \5 
FY04, however the achedule'in Appendix E shows that activities arw ak.eady occurring. 
The bop also statae that the information ie based on the 2010 closure schedule. Please 
provide a schcduh that includesjut tht  major activitk cowrod by the 776/777 DOP 
according to the 2006 closure plan, 

Thank you for the opportunity tp comment on this important document. The City of 
Broomfield expocto that the Dqartrncnt of Energy will provide the doamentadon 
requwttd abow pfior La Jmpleqmting this DOP. Ifyou have any quedons, please fool 
fkee to call me at 303-438-6363! 

Sinuerely, 

Kathy *& Schnoor 

Envkonmental Ssrvioese Supripendent 
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